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There is little doubt in my mind that the White House outed Valerie
Plame as a covert CIA operative in order to smear her husband, former
Ambassador Joseph Wilson, for debunking the President’s claim that Iraq
tried to purchase uranium from Africa.  To date, Republicans in Congress
have refused to investigate this serious leak; it would seem that their
allegiance to their party trumps national security.

Let me remind everyone of the facts.  In 2003, just days after
Ambassador Wilson discredited the President’s central argument for the Iraq
war, Robert Novak wrote that senior administration officials had identified
Ms. Plame as a covert CIA operative on weapons of mass destruction.

Make no mistake about it, leaking the identity of a covert agent is a
serious offense.  It compromises our national security and endangers the
safety of the agent, her family, and her sources.  In 1999, former President
George H.W. Bush called those who expose the names of our sources the
“most insidious of traitors.”  That is why federal law makes such leaks
punishable by up to ten years in prison.

Unfortunately, all that the White House has had to offer in response to
this criminal act has been political posturing and lies.  The President
immediately promised to root out the leaker and to fire anyone involved in
the leak.  White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan assured the
American people that Deputy White House Chief of Staff Karl Rove, Vice
Presidential Chief of Staff Scooter Libby, and advisor Elliot Abrams were
not involved.

Contrary to McClellan’s assurances, Karl Rove’s lawyer recently
admitted that Rove was Time reporter Matthew Cooper’s source for Ms.
Plame’s identity.  Cooper also says that Libby confirmed Rove’s
information.  Now that it is public that Rove and Libby were involved, has
the President followed through on his promise to fire the perpetrators?
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No, in a vain attempt to salvage his own legacy and the career of two
chief political advisors, the President backpedaled and essentially said he
would only fire someone who was convicted of a crime.  The President’s
prediction may come true, as Rove and Libby are rumored to be under
investigation for perjury before the grand jury.

It recently came out that a classified State Department memorandum
identifying Ms. Plame was on Air Force One just when the White House was
defending itself against Ambassador Wilson’s unmasking.  It may have been
from this memo that Rove and Libby learned of Ms. Plame’s status and
leaked it to Matthew Cooper and Robert Novak.

This heinous act of political retribution has yet to be punished.  To
date, the only person who has been incarcerated in connection with the leak
is a New York Times journalist who did not even report the leak.  Karl Rove
and Scooter Libby, people with known involvement, remain in the White
House coordinating the Republican attack on Ambassador Wilson and
challenge of Ms. Plame’s status as a covert agent.

Just this week, eleven former intelligence officers wrote to Congress
that the President should “dismiss from office or administratively punish any
official who participated in any way in revealing Valerie Plame’s status. 
Such an act by the President would send an unambiguous message that leaks
of this nature will not be tolerated and would be consistent with his duties as
the Commander-in-Chief.”  I join in this call.


